
Curriculum Vitae 
Personal details: 
 

Surname, first name: 
 

Schmitz, Christian 
 

Phone: 
 

+49 (0) 621 1703 2411 
 

Email: 
 

christian.schmitz@zi-mannheim.de 
 

 
Education: 
 

2025 Doctorate degree (Dr. med.) 
Title: Investigation of the neurovascular coupling of D2/3 
dopamine receptor availability in humans using 
simultaneous PET/MR 
Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. med. Gerhard Gründer 
Institution: Central Institute of Mental Health, 
Mannheim, Germany 
 

2025 Board certification in psychiatry and psychotherapy by 
the State Medical Association of Baden-Wuerttemberg 
(“Landesärztekammer Baden-Wuerttemberg”) 
 

Since July 2019 Central Institute of Mental Health Mannheim 
Research associate in the department of Molecular 
Neuroimaging (Prof. Gruender)  
 

Since July 2018 Central Institute of Mental Health Mannheim 
Psychiatry residency  
 

2016 Harvard University (Laboratory of Prof. Ölveczky) 
Master thesis ‘Organization of neuronal functional 
groups in the motor cortex and striatum and their 
association with behavior’ 
 

2014 - 2016 Medical Faculty Mannheim of Heidelberg University 
Master program „Translational Medical Research“  
 

2011 - 2018 University of Freiburg and Heidelberg University 
Medical studies   
 

 
 
 



Scientific experience: 
 

Since 2025 King’s College London (Psychosis Studies, Prof. Howes): 
Visiting research fellowship 
  

Since 2019 Central Institute of Mental Health (department of 
molecular neuroimaging, Prof. Gruender): Conducting 
clinical trials, performing multi-modal PET/MR 
neuroimaging, and analyzing behavior of speech an 
movement 
  

2019 Clinical investigator course at Heidelberg University 
 

June 2018 FELASA course: FELASA lab animal training, FELASA 
certificate, category B 
 

 
 
Scientific and Computational Skills: 
 

Scientific Methods Training in clinical studies since 2019, 
multi-modal PET/MR neuroimaging, behavioral 
analysis and LLM speech analysis, 
in-vitro whole-cell patch clamp experiments, in-vivo 
extracellular tetrode recordings in rats (including 
animal treatment, animal training, surgery, recording 
and data analysis) 
 

Computational Skills Experienced in Matlab and the coding language 
Python, basic knowledge of C++ 
 

Imaging toolboxes Nipype, Nilearn, SPM, FSL, PMOD  

 
  



Rewards and Scholarships: 
 

2024 AI Health Bridge Scholarship from the AI Health 
Innovation Cluster (€75,600) 
  

2023 Poster Prize at the DGPPN Congress 2023 for the 
poster: "How to prove dopamine supersensitivity in 
humans using simultaneous PET/MR dopamine 
supersensitivity – a pilot study" (€500) 
 

2018 Funding for an early career project in SFB 1134 (€5,000) 

2016 Travel scholarship from the German Academic 
Scholarship Foundation (Studienstiftung des deutschen 
Volkes) 
 

2013-2018 General scholarship from the German Academic 
Scholarship Foundation (Studienstiftung des deutschen 
Volkes) 
 

 
 
Clinical Trial Experience 

Efficacy and Safety of Psilocybin in 
Treatment-Resistant Psychiatric Major 
Depression; EPIsoDE 

MDD 2019-
003984-
24 

II Investigator 2020-
2024 

A phase III randomized, double-blind, 
placebo-controlled parallel group trial to 
examine the efficacy and safety of BI 425809 
once daily over 26 week treatment period in 
patients with schizophrenia (CONNEX-1) 

Schizophrenia 2020-
003760-
11 

II Investigator 2021-
2025 
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