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Between 2008 and 2014 I studied medicine and experimental medicine at the University of Würzburg and 
received the medical license (Approbation) and a medical doctoral degree (Dr. med.) for research at the 
Chair for Translational Oncology. I then switched my research focus to basic neuroscience by enrolling as 
a PhD student at the Berlin Bernstein Center for Computational Neuroscience in the lab of Prof. Michael 
Brecht. Between 2015 and my graduation year in 2021 I investigated how touch is processed in the brain 
and focused on neural circuits of the rat somatosensory cortex 1-4. In the year of 2022 I was able to acquire 
a 2-year funded DFG Walter-Benjamin postdoc position (~200.000€), which allowed me to move to 
Mannheim and study the intersection between oxytocin, touch, maternity and cortical plasticity in the lab 
of Prof. Valery Grinevich at the Central Institute for Mental Health (ZI). Since 2024 I continue to investigate 
the neural basis of maternal care as junior research group leader at the ZI. We are using a variety of 
methods to cover molecular, cellular, network- and behavioral aspects of maternal care and we are 
particularly interested in how mothers and infants coordinate their behavior in different contexts and on 
different time scales 5-7. 
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